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THIRTEEN

Divination: Rituals of Responsibility

RESORT TO 'EFFLCTING SPIRITS' was not the only way people sought help
for diagnosing of illness and making decisions as to when to fish, plant, or
20 to war. People used other methods of divination frequently in the conduct
of their affairs. Some methods had a limited use, but there scems o have
been no concern or activity to which divination of some kind could not be
applied.

The most elaborate method was called pwee and was done by counting
knots made on voung cocenut leaflets. Another method, called chiipw, in-
volved bending a coconut leatlet’s midrib hack and forth across one's palm.
There was also divination by spell recitation (neeyémi) and Ly fishing for
lizards [atéémén). There were, moreover, a variety of signs that foretold
eVents.

PRWEFR:T NUMBER OR ENOT DIVINATION

Number divination [pwee]' was the most prestigious method of looking at
the future and was regularly resorted to for important decisions. According to
one of its practitioners (Efot 1947}, people used pwee to determine such things
as the cause of illness and what medicine would be helpful; what would be
the weather for ocean travel; one's luck in fishing; the cutcome of a trip to
another island in search of goods and food; the disposition of one's sweetheart,
one's chance of survival in battle; the outcome of a battle; huw one’s garden
would grow; the outcome of one's adzework; the auspiciousness of a marriage;
the time for a chief to open the breadfruit season; the identity of a thict
or adulterer; and the duration of a state of affairs. Bollig [L1927:65) observed
similarly that “without pwee nothing was done, no fishing, no housebuilding,
no travel, no medicine.”
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